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Abstract

This study aims to address the incessant sectwigats that Somalia has
been facing for the last five decades. Exclusivély,article attempts to
explore and stretch a substantial understandinghefliterature and the
notion of security in Somalia by trying to puzale the link between state
building and the security in Somalia. The articlalizes Mohammed
Ayoob’s concept of Third World security understagdiand argues that
the history of state formation and the short exgrees of the state
building period in Somalia has shaped the internakcurity
vulnerabilities and the social disintegration. Theeble experience of
governance and state making process, have con&dbsignificantly to
the fragility and state failure, which in turn rdtad in and led to -at the
same time- the internal security susceptibilitiesl &ragmentation of the
society. The study also argues that the colonighdéy and the super
power competition in Somalia have shaped the pslias well as its
security environment.
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1. Introduction

Located in the horn of Africa, Somalia is the mbsmogenous country
of the African continent ethnically, lingually anmdligiously. However,
the country has been in a devastated civil warafoout three decades,
and all state institutions have almost collapsed. @Aresult, Somalia,
lacked a functioning and effective government, #mese conflicts left
the country to be less secure and unstable fon@ period. This article
aims at contributing to bring a deep understantintpe security studies
of the Horn of Africa to elucidate the securitydhts that Somalia has
been facing since its independence in 1960. Exalsi the paper
explores the interaction of state formation, théowial legacy and the
super power’s competition on the region, and hoswtimpacts have led
to the security vulnerabilities of Somalia. The @apmploys Mohammed
Ayoob’s theory of Third World security understargliand argues that
Somalia’s security threats, mainly stem from theuggle of state
building, and the foreign power’s legacy to shdpegolitics and security
environment of Somalia.

Although the Somali security issue is still unfoilgi many scholars have
already used much ink to analyze and enlighten ¢hases and
consequences of the Somali civil war and more §palty the suffering
of the Somali people following the state collagdest of these writings
centered on either the implication of the war @& thuses based on weak
leadership or clan-based political culture. Thipgraacknowledges the
merits of all of these arguments, but further asgtieat a very little
attention has been paid to the role of the histdrgtate building and
foreign legacy on the instability and vulnerabildfythe Somalia security.
With regard to Mohammed Ayoob’s theory, the papér wainly focus
on security in relation to vulnerabilities that raiicantly threaten, or
weaken state structures, both potential and imsttal. 1 From that
perspective the study attempts to describe therisgsmlinerabilities to
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include the colonial legacy, the state making psede Somalia and the
super power competition in the region of Horn ofiéd.

The paper is structured into two main sectionst fir gives an overall
understanding about Mohammed Ayoob’s understandinthird world
security, and second, it will discuss and analyaen&i security based on
state making and the foreign power’s legacy.

2. Mohammed Ayoob’s Third World Security Understanding

Security, in traditional international relationgehature, is based on two
assumptions, which are 1) Security threats fronsidatof state’s border;
and 2) These threats are primarily military in mefwhich will require a

corresponding military response. According to Waligpmann:

"A nation is secure to the extent to which it i$ imodanger of
having to sacrifice core values, if it wishes t@iawvar, and is
able, if challenged, to maintain them by victory sach a

war."?

According to this perspective, the security of atestis external or
outwardly directed, to be safe from outside thredtSitizens of
developed Western states routinely take their ggdar granted until it
is challenged by some extraordinary outside thtedtHowever,
Mohammed Ayoob argues, that the application of tbisicept of
externally directed security to the Third World t®xt, has created a
major conceptual problem. This is so because thermharacteristics of
the security concept as developed in the Westeterature on
international relations are at least thoroughlyteidl in the Third World.
The first fundamental attribute of the tradition@derstanding of security
is external directedness; however, “the sense sd#ciurity of the Third
World, emanates to a substantial degree, from mvitheir boundaries
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rather than from outsidé"The Third world states suffer primarily from
internal threats to the security of their stateittires and to the regimes
themselves.

Since the application of these traditional undeditags of international

relations security to the Third World context i€ Baough to understand
the scene, Ayoob, argues that the security of tlstss needs to be
looked at from a different perspective. To explis, Ayoob suggested
a number of factors that inherit and contributethte insecurity of the

Third World states.

First: State making and the security of the third world. According to
Ayoob, it is unlikely to compare the Third Worldasts to the developed
ones, especially in the crucial variable of statakimg, where the
commonality of both is simply having a formal passen of juridical
statehood. However, the Third World states havehadt adequate time
to complete the prerequisite processes of stateingnaknd nation
building, compared to the ideal type of the modedustrialized states.
This drastic shortening of the time frame combinagth the initially low
level of state power, provide the primary explamatifor the sharp
internal challenges and the security vulnerabditieat the Third World
states are facing toddy.

Second: colonial legacy and its impact on the thirdvorld politics

and security. In addition to the internal security vulnerabdsi the
world powers have an impact - whether military,if@dl or economic -
on the state formation process and the securitgleneatic of the Third
World states. For instance, the colonial experieoté¢he most Third
World states, have had a predominant influencédapmg their polities
and their security environments. One of these #gcproblems created
by the colonial experience, for example, is theislens taken by the
colonial powers to divide the ethnic groups intorenthan one state,
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which have been responsible for creating many péstcal interstate
conflicts and many other problems. Somali people ane of the
affected victims in this case.

Third: transfer of modern of weapons to the third world. For
Ayoob, Sophisticated weapons acquired from developerld to
provide security can often, increase prospectaoflict and, therefore,
add to the insecurity of Third World states. Thessapons from the
industrialized countries to the Third World statesd exacerbated the
intensity and duration of regional and national fionin Third World
states. As a result of the combination of varicagtdrs (including, the
superpowers' strategy to use arms transfers asicpblinstruments to
buy the loyalties of Third World leaders, the leagliarms exporters'
interest in using arms sales as a major boosteth&r economies), the
Third World's dependence upon arms and militaryigggent imports
from the developed countries has become “the deficharacteristic of
post-colonial North-South military relations”.

3. Somalia security understanding

Similar to other Third World states, Somalia’s s#guthreats are
mainly caused by its internal environment, and kenlthe western
concept of externally or outward directed securitgese internal
security vulnerabilities have led to the fragilignd state failure of
Somalia, and generally to the regional conflicttive Horn of Africa.

While the external security threats incessantlysisér Somalia’s
internal vulnerabilities shape mainly its securignd political

environment. The fundamental factors that had deswe

repercussions and caused insecurity and politiosatability are the
history of state building process, the of colonegacy and Cold War
policies.
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3.1 State making and Somali security

Somalia embodies, according to Seth Kaplan, on¢éhefpostcolonial
Africa’s worst mismatches between conventionalessaituctures and the
indigenous customs and institutions. While the Senslare a common
ethnicity, culture, language, and religion, whichght seem to be an
excellent basis for a cohesive state, yet in redie Somali people are
divided by clan affiliations, which is the most iorpant component of
their identity? While this has significant influences to the exter
Somalia’s statehood, nevertheless the process hed history of
statehood have far more weight to the capacityhefdountry to handle
its internal security pressures, Somalia’s statédimg, like most other
Third World countries, has characterized a dradtiortening of the time
frame of the various phases during the state mgiiagess. The country
has experienced merely three decades of goverraanttstatehood, with
two of the three, had experienced authoritariariesysof governance,
political violence and instability.

Somalia’s modern statehood started with the coimitngdependence in
1960 and throughout the period from 1960-69 aftelependence,

Somalia was touted in the West as the model oh#odeacy in Africa, as

successful elections had been held in the codrengd the anchors of the
governmental institutions of Somalia had been petHowever, in 1969,

a military coup overthrew the civilian governmehgnned all political

parties, dissolved the parliament and the SupremetCsuspended the
constitution and advocated the scientific socialigsnvarxist China and

the Soviet Uniort?

Following 21 vyears of military rule and dictatongshi Siyaad
Barre's regime was eventually forced from powetha early 1991 by
armed opposition groups. Hence, the country dignated into
autonomous or semi-autonomous regional stateseimdnthern part of
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the country, or fragmented into feuding militia gps in the south.
During this period, Somalia experienced violentftohand instability in
which almost all state institutions have eitherrbdamaged or destroyed.
Many attempts to restore stability and rebuild skegte institutions were
made, in which weak transitional governmetitand then federal
government? were established as a result of top-down appr@ache
During this period these governments were facedafoyed resistance
groups, and yet the country is subject to violesnue insecurity.

According to Ayoob, building effective and stromgiitutions, as well as
good infrastructural power of states, require agl@mough period of
challenges, transformation and growth, that arelairto modern western
states which had already undergone through a ladgpainful process.
Somalia, however, lacks that accumulated experiehg®vernance and
leadership in its journey of state building procdssr instance, as soon
as the independence came, new elite started tormgovee freshly
independent state, comprised of all its inheritedtiiutions, by
mimicking structures and forms of the previous @r#he colony. These
new elite accessed the power to promote theiraatsrand engaged with
clannism™® The subsequent authoritarian regime was charaete@ds a
low level of institutionalization of political presses, concentration of
power in the hands of the ruler, and private appatipn of state
resources through corruptich.

Likewise, the opposition parties, which are impottastitutions to guide
the government, were almost very weak in the aivie era in 1960-
1969, and lacked the competence to influence thatcgs politics and
government’s actions towards a positive trend. dvalhg the military
coup in October 1969, all political parties wersstilved and banned any
political activities parallel to the revolution. Ree, the opponents fled
outside the country and established armed milihased in Ethiopia.
These armed rebels based on clan affiliation, thelienited their appeal
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to run a central governmerdf Thus, the infirm and ineffective
institutions have resulted to arise security vubdities, and led to the
collapse of the Somali state.

To sum up, the security predicament of Somaliamsldioned by
the lateness with which the country has arrivedia¢ state-making
process. This short period of state making condulfiee security
vulnerability, and therefore shaped the internalfiocts of the country.

3.2 Colonial Legacy and Somalia Security

The Geostrategic importance of Somalia, whichriedly at the southern
end of the Red Sea, across the Arabian Peninsuliathais located close
to major oil-lines, placed Somalia to a foreigrugtyle for a long period
of time1°

The scramble for Africa in the last quarter of m@snth century, Somali
people were divided between different colonies wiigsimilar systems,
managed to create the rudimentary structures @néil administration,
with different schemes of colonialism before andemfWWIIl. This
different colonial rule lasted until 19680.

One of the negative results that have shaped Sasakcurity till today
is the decisions made by the colonies to dividedtmmic Somalis into
different territories, which have created a lastiegional tensions and
disputes, like the wars in 1964 and in 1977 betw&emalia and
Ethiopia.

3.3 Cold War and Somalia Security

With the start of the Cold War, the global militaiiyalry between the
U.S. and USSR led to a period of escalating terssioatween the
superpowers, and divert their conflict to the Thinbrld as proxy
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war.*® The superpowers were mainly concerned about Seeiurity by
contesting each other outside their borders. Samnafor its
geopolitical importance, was one of the Third Worlgtounds
victimized to test the balance of power of NATO aWtARSAW'’s
competition on global power politics. The influenagf these
international forces, as either military, or paél made a substantial
difference to the fortunes of Somalia’s state mgkemterprise and to
the larger security problems of the state. Due wgehamounts of
military hardware from the Soviet Union and US, @i “became
the most militarized state per capita in the Horh Africa”. *°
Consequently, the importance of this influencehe Cold War and
the impact of the colonial powers’ decisions toidés the Somali
territories had caused the permanent tension betvwBmalia and
Ethiopia, and full armed war at some times, in vhilse worst was in

1977%°

As a result of the colonial experience, and thedceiar, external
factors had predominantly influenced in shaping 8wmnali politics
and its security environment. This had major conseges on the
internal security of the country, with one flashirgpthe war of 1977
against Ethiopia disregarded Somalia’s potentiaérimal insecurity
vulnerabilities. Certainly, those huge amounts afitary hardware
from Somalia’s former sponsors during the Cold Waeated a
regional tension and ensured a long-term destalitim of the
country.*

Generally, because of these super power compe&itiorthe region,
the Cold War had a negative impact on the Somabaursty

environment, as the country considered its extesealrity as more
momentous than its internal security vulnerabiditie
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3.4 Global Counterterrorism and Somali Security

After the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, amderging of the New
World Order, the United States considered Somalana longer
significant for its foreign policy strategy as tls®viet Union’ threat
ended. The attempt to save Somalia in 1993 withUNés authorized
mission didn't succeed and ended with unhappy wathvdl in early
1995.

After 9/11, Somalia appeared on the scene, andctdtt the eyes of the
world in a security measure under the global waairesy so-called
terrorism?? Somalia, thus, became an arena for a global whighyin
turn, shaped the internal agenda in political aeclisty dimensions. In
this regard, Somalia has witnessed some effortsh vgtadually
intensifying operations. And some “ill-conceiveddmn interventions”
worsened the situation. In 2005, the signs of mamétion became clear
in Mogadishu streets, and at the beginning of 2@@6confrontation was
polarized into two groups: ICU and ARPCT. Mogadisfased factional
leaders declared “The Alliance for the Restoratioh Peace and
Counterterrorism (ARPCT)” on February 2006 and ded a war
allegedly supported by the US, against Islamic @oumion (ICU), a
group of Islamic courts that united themselves tomf a rival
administration to the Transitional Federal Governta# Somali® This
war became a prolonged war and still is continuing.

Another time, security concern became the propefiance of the West's
interest in Somalia.

Global Counterterrorism war became the precededndayeand
dominated the operations and the projects sponsdrgd the
international community in Somalia. However, the clagy
predicament is merely a part, not the whole of Sa@isaproblem. In
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addition, the security problem in Somalia has reslfrom the state
building failure, and therefore, re-building thatst institutions, social
re-integration and resolving the grievances redultem the civil war
with a true reconciliation, would have been thegeist challenge for
Somalia’s state building and security environment.

Generally, starting from the colonial legacy, theldC war and the
global war on terror, Somalia has undergone variotlsences of the
international forces which have shaped its interaadd external
security environment fallaciously.

4. Conclusion

This article discussed the security threats tha&m has faced in the
post-independence era, and attempted to give a mbapsive

understanding on the effect of colonial legacy asuper power
competition on state building and the security euétbilities, as well

as state collapse in Somalia. The study arguesSbatalia’s security
threats mainly stem from its internal environmewtich can be

referred to the inadequate experience and the matfrstate building

and governance to overcome and resolve the intessaurity

vulnerabilities and respond to people’s needs.

The study also showed that the colonial legacy famdign power’s
rivalry in Somalia, has immensely shaped and infoe®l the security
environment of Somalia, and this has been reahergtound since the
Cold War and until this era.
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